
R epublic of the Phitippines
Departrnent of Education
Irlational Capital Region

DIVISION OF CITY SCg(X}LS
Quezon City, Metro lv{anila

September 6, 2011

MEMORANDUM TO:

Asst. Schools Division Superintendents
Division / District Supervisors
Elernentary/Secondary School Principals

Head Teachers and Tegclrers In-Charge

1. Attached hererwith is DepEd-NCR Regional Letter No. 317, s. 2011, from
Dr. Elena R. Ruiz, Schools Division Superintendent, Officer In-Charge, Of{ice of the
Regional Director, re: "'fhinkQuest, an online leaming platform", the contcnts of which
are self-explanatory, for the inftrrmation and guidance of all conoerned.

2. Immediate and wide dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.

coRAzoN c. RUBIO, CES() VI
Schools Division Superintenclent

Incl.:
As stated
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To: Schools Division Superintendents

Dear Sir/ Madam:

Attached is a leffer dated August l. 201I from Mr. Darren Rushworth, Country
Managing Director / Executive Sponsor. Oracle Edueation Initiatives, Oracle Education
Foundation, re: ThinkQuest, an on-line learning platform, the contents of which are self-
explanatory, fof your infonnation and appropriate action.

Immediate and wide dissemination ofthis Regional Letter is desired.

Very truly yours,

EL
Schools Div

Officer-In-Charge
Offrpe of the Regional Director
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lnternatjsnal Year

THEMISTH
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Chemistry Connect is a novet initiative on Think Quest to celebrate the lntemational Year of
Chemistry 2011.The initiative is powered by involvement of distinguished members of the
scientific fraternity from lndia, Sri Lanka, Singapore, lndonesia and other countries in Asia
Pacific. Globalcelebrations of IYC 2011 are being lead by UNESCO and IUPAC vyho are official
partners with the uniffing theme "Chemistry-our life, ourfuture"

The Connect: ThinkQuest and lYC2011

'Get involved in big ideas of your timel Barbara Bush

The high profile idea of IYC 2011 activates a natural affinity for the cause. We at ThinkQuest are
in a unique position to catalyse the celebrations by providing an on-line collaborative platform to
bond hundreds of schools, hybridise ideas and initiate a chain reaction of participation.

ThinkQuest member schoots will

,r o Charge the schoolatrnosphere with chemistry having students chemistry

i inspired and make this an irreversible reaction.The goals of
lYC2011 are to

increase the
public

appreciation of
chemistry in

meeting world
needs, to

encourage
interest in
chemistry

arnong young
people, and to

generate

enthusiasm for
the creative

future of
ehemistry.

*****
***)k*

r Appreciate chemistry as a centralscience before it diffuses into other discipllnes
thereby nucleating its inherent importance.

. Make chemistry teaching inventive in schools transitioning from theoretical
approach to inquiry based as per postulates of scientific method. l

. Deduce that chemistry learning through experiments, analysis, brainstorming
and project designing is a 24 carat experience,

. Galvanize young people towards careers in chemistry and lead them to those
campuses.

o Fuel research in Oomains that provide solutions to vexing problems of energy,
sustainable development, health, materials and food production.

o Transfer experiences, data ,observations, results and initiatives into ThinkQuest
Projects, blogs, videos to amalgamate into a ThinkQuest lnternational'12
competition entry.

. Relate cbmfortably with use of skype and other digital options and make it an
idealmedium to learn in 21 "rcentury{

* 
Q./nnn cl,ev, ganqrplot"trrr, % xnellmnet an^d, 6 iati,Minn"
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August 1,2011

Ms. Elena R. Ruiz
Schools Division SuperintendenUOfficer-in-Charge
Office of the Regional Director, NCR 

L{h.

Dear Ms. Ruiz,

Greetings from the Oracle Education Foundation - a nonprofit organization funded by Oracle.
The Foundation delivers ThinkQuest, an online learning pfatform that helps studenis develop
important 21"t century skills, including communication, criticalthinking, and technology skills. We
at the FoUndation are celebrating the lnternational Year of Chemistry 2011 by connecting
ThinkQuest active users - students and teachers, to the scientific community

Chemistry Connect is an initiative on ThinkQuest that involves participation and support of
distinguished members of the scientific fraternity from lndia, Sri Lanka, Singapore, lndonesia
and other countries in Asia Pacific. The ThinkQuest member schools will have free access to
lecture series delivered by renowned scientists of international stature and from premier
institutes of science. Active users will also have the opportuni$ to ask questions to the scientists
and to collaborate with students from other parts of the world on chemistry projects.

We request your department's endorsement of this program to the ThinkQuest member schools.
The program will run until October 2011, Your department'e support of this initiative will be vital
in achieving the gopls of lYC2011 which is to increase public appreciation of Chemistry in
meeting world needs, encourage interest in Chemistry among young people and generate
enthusiasm for the creative future of Chemistry. Global celebrations of IYG Z0fi are being led

by official partners, UNESCO and IUPAC. The theme of the celebrations. is "Chemistry - Our
Life, Our Future".

Should you have further questions, please feel free to contact Nifia Santiago at 976-8621 or

email her at nina.santiaqo@oracle.com

We are hopeful that this request shall merit your favorable response.

r66{59-vAr

Country Managing Director/
Executive Sponsor Oracle Ed ucation I nitiatives

nmpffim-N'ci
RECOffi.ils,.{.,F-.:lT
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ln parherahipwith
the United
Nations, the
lnternaiional. Year
of Chemistry will
make a
strong educalional
contribulion touard
ths goab olthe
UN Decade of
Education for
Sustainable
Development
particularly in the
key action areas of
heatrh and

environment..

******
****

Format of the lnitiativc

$tructural Format

r'.

Lecture series delivered by scieniisto of intemational rePute and from Femier
institr,rtes of sdence,, These will be'highly interaciive

Q & A series with fre scientist for conceptual clarity and to tigger out -of -box

thinking
Think Along *The ideas planted bythoughtfeaders in science to adcl to the
catalogue of aclivities planned at school and provoke @reer thoughts in
cfremistry. Aerqte prejest ldeas provided by scientisb.

Get UpFront -Anange talks in morning as$embly, orgsnize symposia

conferenees, exhibitions, 6te€ling9, quizzes, art:series, video competitions,

design prototypes, stage plays etcin,the school- ,'

Configure Theme Propcts -{nitiate projeds on ThinkQuest on emerging and

exciting topics like green technolggy, green fuels, envirgnment friendly materials,

freshwater ftrom sea, rener,vable & non-conventiqnal sourgEs,of energy, ctllinary
chemistry, cos{neticchemistry and many more. Explore diverse pptio::_ 3.Ffd
by World Wde Web . , ,

Join Hands {oilabbrate wttr schqlp through MasteJ Proj eci-OEF: Chemistry
Connelcj..

Greate a Buzz -Round up th€ celebrations with a rnega event at school.

Campaign Trail - 5O $ctrools Participating aciively in'Chemisfy Csnnect to
receive souvenirlRoll of Honor signed by the scienUst

Delivery Format

I

a

Lpcture recordsd at lftSlute frr ta€et
audl$noe of Fi12 Schools

Ask Me option adive on ThlnkQrest on

topic uncer discussion

W
Ledure dellverod b dudentE and fdcufty
of K-12 Scfrools

Aak M6 sessions -Face -2- Face & $lqpe

on the topc uncer discilssion

Videoepqdedon youtule

-**-***l

" Q.hnttarlpn, %ffi4rptpiuto,'8 xne,#errcet am"d, % iatiwt t"a*'
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The year 201 1

marks the one-
hundredtfr
anniversary of the
Nobsl Prize in
Chomietry
awarded to idarb
Sklcdowsl.eCurb,
recggnizing her
discovery of the
element$ radium

and polonium.

****,**
****

\
Early mapdty- wl&in'
5 dayc
Effry Bird 4qflfis frcm
Thinkouest.
l^{nncr to d€€ilgn a
perconal page on the
toplc on ThinkQuest

Nam,p,r not bintlns -/

I

\/

' Late majgrity withln 10

days
2 Gifra fiom
ThinkQusst.
Wnner to de6hn a
perconal pge onihe
topic on ThinKlu$t.

lNumleraof Nndnq )

Each parthipating sdrool to unrk @ tuo levels

r Create Master Projedto show cas €ohool
calebratbrF of IYC 201 l - Top 50 scfioob to rcceive
Roll of Hornrs[ned by $cientlst.

r De€ign in at 5 (minimum) TQ propcte, tfogr* vlieoe
pjuic announcement system, websitcs etc urhlcfi wi[
enter TQI'2012. These ere to be trypedinked to the
mader projec{ of fte school

Activity Feriod - June to Ocfober 2011

The Launch

First Lecfr.rre -.lune 10 on the topic Seeing Atoms and Molecules by

Senior Professor Lakshmi Narayanan of Raman Research lnstitute, Bangalore.

r TQ Project OEF: Chemistry Connect-Available byJure 20'11.

htp:/Aryww.thinkquest.org/pls/htmUf?p=projects:100:148598475::::P100-lD:703ffi2713

Lecture llensity

r Minimum I over 4 months

Target audience

. Lectures will aim to address diverse age groups in K-12 sy'stem

Videos hosted on the ThhkQuest Projed
OEF: Chertdty Cmnect

hW tlwvw.thi n kq,, e9..o rg/il silrffi/n p'pr&
afs:I (N: 1 4659847 5: :::P1 N,D:7$06.21 1 3

Ask Me oSbn onTQ setup
Bed 2O guee{ions by €tudents ansrrercd by
scientFfg

4J



Participation Guidelines in Ghemical Connec{

lndivldual ThinkQuest Members
. Log into ThinkQues{.- Get connected to the project space OEF :Chemistry Connect

.These are the steps :

o frpy paste the URL
lltp://WUAru.thinlrquest.org/pls/html/f?p=proiects:proiect summarv:146598475:::1
00:P100 lD:703062713

. Go through the pages of the project.Each lecture series will be posted on ThinkQuest.
Listen to them carefully.

o For Students: On the topic under discussion you are invited to ask your
question. Best 20 questions will be ansvvered by the scientist. Ensure you ask a
thought provoking and analytical question that triggers a new line of thought"
You are entitled to ask just one question .The question should be brief and
precise. You can be disqualified for not adhering to guidelines

o We have set up 2 types of Ask Me options-Early Majority, Late Majority.
Bs arnong the early majority. You have a greaterchance of winning a gift

To qualify br the gift you must create one personal page wifi focrus on the topic
o For Teaches - On educational themes set up projecfs, start blogging. Refer

ideas and activities shared by the scienilst.
Teacher administrator (Teacher/Principat/ Any aetive teacher on ThinKlueet

, ' ., Each Sctrool shcnrld start a master project under the name Chemical Connect-lYC
2011. (Only one)

. Assign a minimum of 200 students to the pnoject. lnterested teachers are also made
members of the project.

o Enlist a minimum of 5 proja:ts v{hich the school is canying out as a part of IYC

201 l.Provide hyperlinks
i Upload pidures of celebrations, events, adivities at scftool. The project should be

completed by Oct 31'11.
. For your schoolto be considered for the Roll of Honor provide a hyperlink to the

message board created for your cdrntry in lhe project space OEF: Chemistry Connect
What qualifies the school forthe Roll of Honor

r Consistent participation in the program .The school should have parlicipated in atleast

73% of the interactive series brought to thern as a part of Chemistry Connect.

r The folloring requirenrents are met
o Deslgning a master project space in tte school with 200 members.

o School has a minimum 300 active accounts on ThinkQuest
o 5 complete projects related to topics are hyperlinked in the master project .These

should be based on different topics presented during Chemistry Connect
o The work done is of high quality, is orilinal and creative

For more details please visit the project OEF: Chemistry Connect
Rgtbrenoes http ://wwv. c he mi strv2l 1 1 . orq/a bo u t-ivcfi ntPdu ctio n



Association Advantage
r The program provides acfivation energy to transform your school leveliYC celebrations

frcm good to great one.
r Scfrools get to sign up with IYC and record their activity @

[ttp:/www" ch e-m istrv2O 1 1 . orol.
I Opportunity to connectwith scientists and schools beyond immediatra environs.
r Best questions from students and actively participating sclrools acknodedged.
r Scftools get preqared and acquire conftdence to participate in the ThinkQuest

I nternational competiti on 2012.
. The Project OEF: Chernistry Conn*tis available to students and teachers for reference

and makes a valuable resoirce bank.

Guideiines for Participation
e AllThinkQuest member schods can participate in ttre Chemistry Connect lnitialive.
r Only one first question per student per lecture will be considered br identiffing the best

question.
. Only sctrools with a minimum of 300 activd accouffi on ThinkQuest can qualify for the

roll of honor. Of these a minimum at zCDshould be members of the school based p@ect
Chemistry Connect.

. ' Scfrools that wish to be considereO among the top frfty should register in the message
board as per country'allotment .They are to provide the link of the school prqiegt that
captures acfiion on campus through IYC 2011.Links provirted elsewhere are considerod
invalid.

. The decision of the core @mmittee is final.

Chemistry Conned is a forum for all stake holders, teachers, students, scientists, administrators
thought leaders to become leamers and devotees at the altar of chemistry in the service of
mankind.
Do join us in this exclusive initiative and you will be proud to be associated with it.
For more information contracf

e Mrs. Kamal Peter.

Program Manager APAC
Oracle CorporJte Citizenshi p

amail -karual. peter@ofacle. com
e Mr.Galvin Sng

#1&01
Suntec Tovrer Fotrr
6 Temasek B6ulevard
S-inqapore i 0-389S0

e-mail - galvin.sng@oracle.com

*Q,/wnarfui+ cfunirrre,ntpr, Zxnellpt e, nnl, 6 1sli,,rJ'ion"


